GEnERal TREndS OF ROad TRaFFic accidEnTS
The number of road accidents and injuries slightly decreased (-1.8% and -2.7%) in 2005 compared to 2004.
The number of fatalities fell by 4.7% over the same period, this lead to a total number of 5,426 killed 1 . Analysis of road accidents in the past decade indicates an increasing trend of the number of accidents and injuries in 1996-2002. In 2003, a radical reduction in the number of the accidents, injuries, and and fatalities occurred. Information on the number of registered vehicles is given in Table 1 . The number of registered vehicles has increased except in 2004, which was the result of an economic downturn. If accident trends are considered, the number of fatalities and injuries per 100,000 vehicles (Table 1) , has been decreasing since 1999. This is because road accidents were increasing during the period 1996-1999, as well as the number of registered vehicles. However, since 1999 the rate of accident increase has not been as great as the increaseing trend of new vehicle registerations. Figure 1 shows the number index of accidents, registered vehicles and accidents per 100,000 vehicles. The number of accidents has shown a decreasing trend in recent years. However, registeration of new vehicles has been constantly increasing and accidents per 100,000 vehicles has shown a marked decreasing trend.
Moreover, there is one constant lessening the severity of accidents, as evidenced from the mortality index The fatality rate has been falling constantly, also as an absolute value. This means that accidents have become less dangerous, partly due to improvements introduced in vehicle construction by manufacturers (both for active and passive safety measures), and partly due to improvements of the health care services (especially in terms of prompt intervention).
ROad SaFETY MEaSuRES SincE 2003
The Act no. 151 2 , which modified the Road Rules, was put into force on 30 June 2003. Some of the remarkable new rules are: -Driver's License Point System; -driver's license for mopeds; -new speed limits (150 km/hour on the 3-lane motorways); -tighten the penalty for infractions (between the others: exceeding the speed limit, dangerous overtaking, etc.); -the obligation of lateral reflecting strips for trucks to increase visibility;
-new instruments for the measurement of alcohol concentration; -the obligation for daylight use of headlights on all extra-urban roads.
The main reason for the road accident decrease since 2003 was the introduction of a Drivers License Point System. (Under this system every driver receives 20 points with a licence, and certain points are deducted based on the type of violation. If a driver lost all the points, the license is suspended for one or two years, and the driver has to renew the license.) Table 2 shows, in 2005 on urban roads 172,422 accidents occurred (76.6% of the total), and caused 228,109 injuries (72.7% of the total). The number of fatalities on urban roads was 2,417 in absolute value or 44.5% of the total.
Main analYSES
The number of fatalities per 100 accidents is smaller in urban areas and motorways than that on other roads (Fig. 3) . In the last ten years the percentage of fatalies per 100 accidents has decreased on motorways and other roads; whereas it is increasing in urban areas (Fig. 4) .
As Table 3 shows, there are different levels of risk among different types of road users: in 2005 driver fatalities were 3,637, passengers 1,086 and pedestrians 703. Figure 5 shows the comparison of fatalities by road user type in 1996 and 2005. Driver fatalities increased from 63.4% in 1996 to 67.0% in 2005. However, passenger fatalities decreased from 21.9% (1996) to 20.0% 
cOncluSiOn
There has been a considerable decrease in the number of accidents and injuries, and a drastic decrease in fatalities during the period 1996-2005 in Italy. Since the introduction of the Driver's License Point System, a decrease in the number of accidents as well as an attenuation of negative consequences of road accidents was observed. Therefore, the modifications introduced to the Road Rules, tightening the penalties and widening the powers of assessment by the police forces, surely contributed to improving road users' behaviour. The effects of the Driver's License Point System, however, seems to have been reduced in recent years. The government strategies include "Fatalities Reduction Target to 50% by 2010"; however, we have to define more realistic goals on the bases of recent figures.
